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This chapter summarizes, updates and augments a theory of political evolution —known asthe
“ Synergism Hypothesis” —that wasfirst proposed in 1983. Thistheory isbased on a
definition of a political system as the cybernetic aspect, or “ subsystem” of any socially
organized, cooperating group or population. Politicsin these termsrefersto social processes
that involve efforts to create, or to acquire control over, a cybernetic social system, aswell as
the process of exercising control. The underlying thesis, in a nutshell, isthat synergistic
effects of various kinds have been the “ drivers’ of the broad evolutionary trend toward
increased complexity at all levels of living systems, including social systems, and that
cybernetic decision-making, communications, and control processes are a hecessary
concomitant. Thismodel of politics can berelated to the so-called “ tradition of discourse’
(and to the various “ schools” of modern-day political science), and it is proposed that the
cybernetic definition provides a “ bridge” between “idealist” (or holistic) theoriesand “ realist”
(or individualistic/egoistic) approaches. The relationship of thistheory to Neo-Darwinism and
Sociobiology is also discussed, and the shortcomings of the “ selfish gene” paradigm are
critiqued. In contrast with models of social life (and politics) that are gene-centered and
depend on inclusive fitness theory, the Synergism Hypothesis is quintessentially an economic
(or bioeconomic) theory of social/political organization. Itisfocused on the synergiesthat are
produced by the “ phenotypes’ and their functional (adaptive) consequences. | also briefly
review the accumulating evidence in support of thistheory —including a plausible scenario for
the evolution of humankind, ethological studies of politics among various social animals, and
cross-cultural studies of political evolution in ancient and contemporary human societies.



